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“Jika kamu lunak terhadap dirimu maka hidup akan keras 
terhadapmu dan jika kamu keras terhadap dirimu maka 
hidup akan lunak terhadapmu” 
 




“The idea I have never ceased to develop is in the end that a man can 
always make something out of what is made of him” 
− Jane Paul Sartre 
 
 
"...reading can be part of your life...and there will be times when it is 
the best part..." 
− Carol Shields 
 
 
Jangan befikir untuk jadi sempurna tapi selalu berfikirlah 
kearah kemajuan 
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Alit Desi Rahmah, A320 090 060. Existential Nihilism Reflected in Carol Shields’s 
The Stone Diaries Novel (1993): An Existentialist criticism. Research Paper. 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 2009.  
 
This paper displays existential nihilism in The Stone Diaries. The study asking 
firstly what the indicators of existential nihilism in the novel are, secondly why Carol 
Shield necessarily presents such issue in her novel. 
The object of this study is The Stone Diaries by Carol Shields. It uses 
Existentialist criticism. This study belongs to qualitative research. In this method there 
are two types of data source namely primary and secondary data source. The primary 
data source is the novel and the secondary data is other works or any information related 
to the study. Both data are collected through library research and analyzed by 
descriptive analysis.  
The result of the study shows that: in the novel Carol Shields illustrates a search 
for identity and meaning of life in which the major character experiences different 
existential situation and the necessity of making moral choice.   
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